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UNHONORED AND UNSUNG 


There are a great many people in planning at 
the professional and commission level in this country 
and in other countries who are making great contri- 
butions to their own planning programs - and thus 
to the well-being of their citizens - who are little 
known, little praised and inadequately honored. 
For the most part, the planners at both the profes- 
sional and the lay level who are doing a sincere 
and objective job receive criticism from special 
interests and vested interests who don't want ob- 
jectivity but who are concerned only with their 
own little private gainful enterprises and who have 
no concern as to the effect of these enterprises 
upon the people for whom they are intended or the 
effect upon the community at large. We recently 
received a newspaper clipping saying that a parti- 
cular developer had demanded the resignation of a 
planning commission which had refused to grant his 
obviously unreasonable request. Fortunately, the m- 
yor of the community had the good sense to see through 
the scheme and to uphold the planning agency. 

It is seldom, however, that the planner receives 
much praise during his lifetime. A planner passes 
and we say, "He was a swell guy" or "He did a grand 
job" or we send flowers - but what he had during his 
lifetime may have been only criticism. This is not to 
say that he did not get considerable satisfaction out 
of life because the plamer knows that he must satisfy 
his conscience and he knows, too, that in trying to 
serve the citizenry he is bound to be criticised. 

While most of us knew of Bettman, Bassett and 
Burnham, there are people in this country who have 
made great contributions to planning and are little 
known. On this page we carry a reproduction of a 
plaque presented to Ernest J. Bohn, ASPO's Vice Pres- 
ident. I am glad that this was done while Bohn was 
around to become so embarrassed as to be speechless. 

I propose that we do more of the same. I pro- 
pose that each year we honor at least one living per- 
son who is making a great contribution to planning. 
A good time to do this would be at the National Plan- 
ning Conference. I think the members ought to sug- 
gest the candidates to be so honored. (WHB) 
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In Appreciation | 






er the Last twenty pears, housing, community planning 
and redevelopment in American cities have benefitted. 
from the ideas and leadership of many able and de- 
voted officials and citizen leaders. Preeminent aunong 
this distinguished company has been Smestj.Bohn of Cleveland . 

in these movements for the filler realization ofour democrat 
ic ideals, he has made contributions unmutched in quility and 
variety by those of any other person . 


behalf theretore of his hundreds of associates in these pro- 
() grams we hereby record our gratitude admiration and 
A aftaction for Genie Bolu 5.2 wise laader.as.an eflectiwe: 
proponent of ourcommon objectives as a competent administra- 
i an unwavering triend , and as an inspirer of all those 
who dedicate their abilities to making our cities 2 more pleasant, 
ctficient and humane setting for the ‘truly American way of lite. 


Ac also wish tor Srnie Bohn many more yrs of active 
leadership in the causes he has already done. so 
much to advance and ,throughout them all the 
highest and most enduring satistactions of the public service. 


Face etn Dares ie 
Katraval Asso nation of Uousang Gp hire 
) Lex Aes he 
tune heexsing Comh race 


Petober 18,1950 
at ctroit, Michigan 
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Presented to Ernest J. Bohn, Chairman, Cleve- 
land City Plan Commission; Executive Director, Cleve— 
land Housing Authority; and Vice President of the 
American Society of Planning Officials, atthe 1950 
Annual Conference of the National Association of 
Housing Officials. 
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NATIONAL PLANNING CONFERENCE — 


OCTOBER 14-17 


PITTSBURGH 








HHFA STANDARDS ON PLANNING 


The Housing and Home Finance Agency has 
issued a statement describing the planning stan- 
dards it will expect the cities to meet as a con- 
dition to the granting of financial aid. The 
purpose of the bulletin is to provide guidance 
to communities planning to undertake urban rede- 
velopment programs with Federal assistance, as 
to the kind of general planning programs and ob- 
jectives which they will be expected to have. 

At the request of the American Society of 
Planning Officials a copy of the bulletin is be- 
ing sent to every member of the Society. It 
will go to you under separate cover direct from 
Washington. 











ELIMINATING THROUGH STREETS 
IN A RESIDENTIAL AREA 


The Detroit City Plan Commission recently pro- 
posed modifications in the street pattern of a resi- 
dential area to discéurage through traffic. A 
diagram of the maze of closed streets and diverters 
of traffic for the area appeared on page 61 of the 
July ASPO News Letter. At a hearing held before 
the Common Council on September 15th, a large nun- 
ber of arguments pro and con were brought forth. 
It was shown that, out of about 1,150 properties 
in the assessment district, about 450 had subscribed 
to petitions for the installation of the street 
changes involved and checks were submitted for about 
one-fourth of the total estimated cost of $65,000. 
The opponents exhibited postcards bearing some 200 
names in opposition. 

As a result of the hearing, the Common Council 
decided to proceed with the plan on a temporary ex- 
perimental basis for a 6 day test period. Temporary 
wooden barricades are being erected at various points 
in the plan where permanent street changes are pro- 
posed. Property required for construction or turn- 
arounds at the upper and lower ends of "Parkside" 
is being tied up to prevent building construction 
which might interfere with later carrying out the 
plan. 

The Traffic Engineering Bureau will install 
traffic counters at various points around the area 
to determine the new traffic pattern and various de- 
partments will observe the results of the test so 
that the Council can make a decision as to whether 
or not to make the permanent installation of the 
traffic diverting devices. The cost of the trial 
installation is not being charged against the resi- 
dents, it is being regarded as a test which may pro- 
duce results of value to the entire city. A number 
of other neighborhoods have petitioned, asking for re- 
lief similar to that being tried in the Parkside area. 


PLANNING IN ISRAEL 
There has been created in Israel a Town Planning 
Association. The first issue of the Journal has just 
made its appearance. The first article describes a 


serious lack of planning personnel in Israel. 
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CONNECTICUT COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CLINIC 


The fifth annual Community Development Clinic 
will be held December 1 and 2, at Yale University, 
under the sponsorship of the Connecticut Develop- 
ment Commission and the Yale Department of Archi- 
tecture. A panel discussion will be held on the 
current problems of the Connecticut urban core and 
the relatively undeveloped four-fifths area of the 
state and the pattern for the future in an atomic 
era. Because of the popular appeal of the clinical 
type of consultation which was initiated at last 
year's clinic, informal discussion groups will be 
repeated this year. All phases of location prob- 
lems, methods of procedure, etc., will be reviewed 
under expert guidance. Participants from out of 
the state are welcome. 


BERGEN COUNTY PLANNING SEMINAR 


The Bergen County, New Jersey, Planning Board 
with the Bergen County Park Commission is conduct- 
ing a planning seminar consisting of a series of 
sessions which began on October 19th and which will 
run through January 18th. A total of ten sessions 
will be held, dealing with various aspects of plan- 
ning, zoning, public relations, etc. 


REGIONAL PLANNING—NEW JERSEY 


A group of legislators and civic leaders has 
been organized in New Jersey to study regional in- 
provements, with first attention being directed to 
the north Jersey metropolitan area. 

State Senator David Van Alstyne, Jr., was named 
Chairman at a meeting in the office of Governor Al- 
fred E. Driscoll, who appointed five of the nine men- 
bers. Two senators and two assemblymen were selected 
by presiding officers of the legislature. 

The new commission, which is titled the New 
Jersey Commission on Regional Intrastate Projects, 
has been directed by the legislature to study high- 
ways, health, flood control, transportation, and 
other problems affecting general areas. 


LOCAL ITEMS 


Philadelphia: The city planning commission es- 
timated that by 1980 four million people would be 
living in the Philadelphia 8-county area and that, 
at that time, industry will need over 50% more 
land area. 





Salt Lake City: A committee has been formed 
by a group of Salt:Lake City and County officials 
to coordinate highway planning, traffic, parking 
ordinances and planning and zoning throughout the 
Salt Lake Metropolitan Area. 





Seattle, Washington: The proposed annexation 
of 4d square miles northwest of Seattle was defeated 
recently by less than 50 votes. Reporting on the 
defeat, the Seattle Municipal News observed: "Had 
questions of schools and transportation been pre- 
viously resolved, the annexation undoubtedly would 
have passed." 
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RESOLUTION 


The following resolution was adopted at the 
20th International Congress for Housing and Town 
Planning, held recently in Amsterdam: 


"This 20th Congress of the International 
Federation for Housing and Town Planning urges 
upon Governments and public opinion in all coun- 
tries the vital importance of a clear policy 
and adequate legislation for the planning of the 
use of land in urban and rural regions which is 
now proved to be necessary for the maintenance 
and improvement of housing standards and social 
and economic efficiency, the provision of suf- 
ficient open space for health and recreation, 
the good relationship between towns and the agri- 
cultural countryside, and the avoidance of ex- 
cessively long journeys to work. While methods 
of guidance will vary according to national 
characteristics, physical conditions and circun- 
stances, the need of forethought and some meas- 
ure of control of use-zoning, occupation density 
and the location of industry is common to all 
countries, if not identical, and in the view of 
this Congress, should be a major concern of 
governmental policy and of public opinion." 








PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE 


Who are the members of planning commissions? 
Why were they selected? What do they do to help 
in the work of the planning agency? The October 
PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE Information Report 
presents the answers to a questionnaire circu- 
lated to staff members in 60 selected city and 
county planning agencies throughout the country. 
Information was sought on the age, sex, race, 
occupation, main civic interest or affiliation, 
main interest in the planning program, attend- 
ance record, and reason for selection of plan- 
ning commissioners. Information was also sought 
on the function of planning commissions - the 
work the members do, what they might do, and how 
staff members feel about commission membership, 
its optimum size, its representation, and its 
effectiveness. 

Future PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE Informa- 
tion Reports which are now in preparation in- 
clude a bulletin on legislation, methods and 
techniques for smoke control, and 4 report on 
annexation. 














REDEVELOPMENT IN PHILADELPHIA 


Philadelphia's Old City Area, which contains 
many internationally known historic shrines - in- 
cluding Independence Hall - has within it about 2200 
dwelling units and a residential population of about 
7,250. Thirty-nine precent of the dwelling units 
in the area have become "extremely deteriorated" and 
should be improved or removed, according to the re- 
sults of a recent housing quality survey made by 
the City Hanning Commission, the Redevelopment Au- 
thority and the Philadelphia Housing Authority. The 
area has high priority for improvement because of 
the forth-coming construction of two malls by the 
state and Federal governments, and because of plans 
for improvement of the port. The three agencies 
report that "only an extremely broad and comprehen- 
sive program involving complete cooperation by pub- 
lic agencies, private developers, real estate owners 
and residents can ever achieve full restoration of 
the area." 

Similar studies of housing quality are contin- 
uing in several other sections of the city and will 
serve as a guide for alleviation of blighted con- 
ditions in those areas. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE PLANNING 
AND ZONING ASSOCIATION 


Newly elected officers of the New Hampshire 
Planning and Zoning Association are: President, 
Major Edward E. Dugan, Madbury; vice president, 
Russell Claflin, Wolfeboro; secretary-treasurer, 
Mary Louise Hancock, Concord; directors, L. K. Per- 
ley, Laconia; George Nelson, Milford; Erving R. Si- 
monds, Hollis; John W. Durgin, Portsmouth. 


ZONING DIGEST 


The October issue of the Zoning Digest 
continues last month's discussion of some gen- 
eral principles involving "spot zoning." This 
issue cites a number of examples of decisions 
which held spot zoning to be illegal. The ar- 
ticle also points out that there are certain 
cases in which the courts have upheld spot zon- 
ing and, what is even more important, that spot 
zoning can be done under the guise of 4 variance 
and that a great deal of this is taking place 
in the United States without being challenged. 

The October bulletin includes cases involv- 
ing conditional variance, front yards, funeral 
homes, maps, minimum building size, private re- 
strictions, procedure, public notice, railroad 
rights-of-way, rezoning, slaughterhouses, stand- 
ards, and subdivisions, as well as a number of 
other subjects. 











AVAILABLE FROM ASPO 


PLANNING RELATIONSHIPS IN HOUSING AND REDEVELOP- 
MENT. An address by Walter H. Blucher, Executive 
Director of the American Society of Planning 
Officials, at the seventeenth annual meeting of 
the National Association of Housing Officials 
in Detroit, October 18, 1950. 13pp.mimeo. 


RETAIL SHOPPING CENTERS AND FACILITIES. A Se- 
lected Bibliography. American Society of Plan- 
ning Officials, 1313 East Sixtieth Street, Chi- 
cago 37, Illinois. October 1950. 5Spp.mimeo. 
50 cents. 








97 











) 





























220,006 


AIRFREIGHT —1949 
(ESTIMATED TON-MILES) 


California Airport Study 

















PERSONNEL SERVICE 


Requests for planning personnel and inquir- 
ies on positions available received in the ASPO 
office frequently run as high as forty per month. 
There are currently over thirty-five planning 
jobs to be filled. Many of them are in the $4,000 
to $6,000 range. The majority of these positions 
are announced in the News Letter, but occasion- 
ally, an agency will request us to submit names 
of qualified candidates instead of advertising 
the position. Also, at times, we learn of an 
opening after the News Letter has gone to press 
and although, normally, the position will be 
advertised the following month, in some instances, 
the agency needs to fill the vacancy immediately 
and is unable to postpone a decision for another 
four weeks. 

We want to render the best possible per- 
sonnel service to planning agencies in need of 


staff. We want to do all we possibly can to help 
planners obtain the right jobs. This means, of 
course, that our personnel records must be com- 
plete and up-to-date. 

If you have not already done ao, be sure 
to let us know if you are now available for con- 
sideration of another job. Keep the ASPO office 
informed periodically (at least every six months) 
of your status--for example, additional exper- 
ience or training, a new job, change in salary, 
or desire to be placed in our active file. Please 
let us know immediately when you accept a new 
position so we will have a correct address for 
you. 

It will also be extremely helpful if plan- 
ning agencies which have advertised positions in 
the News Letter, will inform us as soon as the 
vacancy has been filled. 
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Atlanta, Georgia. Fulton County. Land Planner 
(Trainee). Salary $2940-$3672. Qualifications: de- 
gree in planning, landscape architecture or engineer- 
ing. For applications write Fulton County Civil Ser- 
vice Board, 601 County Court House, Atlanta 3, Ga. 


Buffalo, New York. Chief Planner. Salary 
$5,050. Qualifications: degree in city planning, 
architecture, engineering or landscape architecture; 
3 years experience in urban planning, including at 
least one year of responsible charge of a program. 
Write H. Dale Bossert, Planning Director, City Plan- 
ning Commission; 202 City Hall, Buffalo 2, New York. 





Chicago, Illinois. Land Clearance Commission. 
Project Coordinator. Salary $5000-$6000, depending 
upon background. Degree in architecture, engineer- 
ing or planning; at least one year experience; must 
be able to deal effectively with agencies and in- 
dividuals. Write James Murphy, Director of Develop- 
ment, Chicago Land Clearance Commission, 69 West 
Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois. 








Chicago, Illinois. Michael Reese Hospital 
Planning Staff. Assistant Planner. Salary $3500- 
$3900. To aid in studies of medical campus and com- 
munity. Qualifications: training in architecture, 
landscape architecture, planning or related fields. 
Drafting ability required. Some experience desir- 
able. Write Reginald R. Isaacs, Director of Plan- 
ning, Michael Reese Hospital, 2968 Lake Park Ave., 
Chicago 16, Illinois. 





Cleveland, Ohio. Regional Planning Commission. 
Senior Assistant Planner. Salary $4,098-$5,238. 
Write Perry M. Williams, Jr., Assistant Secretary, 
Regional Planning Commission, 415 The Arcade, Cleve- 
land 14, Ohio. 








Detroit, Michigan. Senior City Planner. Sa- 
lary $4,939-$6,134. Qualifications: degree in city 
planning, landscape architecture, engineering or 
architecture; reasonable knowledge of city planning 
methods and techniques. Minimum age, 26 years. 

Intermediate City Planner. Salary $4,067- 
$4,544. Qualifications: degree in city planning, 
landscape architecture, engineering or architecture; 
some experience in design activities, preferably 
in city planning. Age limits, 24 to 45 years. 

Junior City Planner. Salary $3,298-$3,749. 
Qualifications: degree in city planning, landscape 
architecture, engineering or architecture. Age 
limits, 20 to 30 years. 

Filing period for examination: Open to Jan. l, 
1951. Residence waived. Write Civil Service Com- 
mission, 735 Randolph St., Detroit 26, Michigan. 











Frankfort, Kentucky. Kentucky Agricultural 
and Industrial Development Board. Planning and 
Zoning Specialist. Salary $3800-$6000, depending 
upon qualifications. Qualifications: experience 








in planning work with cities and counties. Work 
includes advice and consultation with local gov- 


POSITIONS AVAILABLE 





ernments as part of a statewide program of eco- 
nomic development. Write George W. Hubley, Jr., 
Agricultural and Industrial Development Board, 
415 Ann Street, Frankfort, Kentucky. 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Milwaukee Housing Author- 
ity. Chief Architectural Planner. Salary $5400- 
$6000. Qualifications: licensed architect, plus 
five years of architectural experience and compre- 
hensive knowledge of neighborhood planning, housing 
and administrative techniques. Application blank 
and completed questionnaire must be filed by De- 
cember 21, 1950. Write Milwaukee City Service Com- 
mission, Room 716,City Hall, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 








Newark, New Jersey. Bureau of Municipal Re- 
search. Planner. Salary $3600-$4500. Qualifi- 
cations: training or experience in planning and 
drafting ability. Knowledge of other phases of local 
government desirable. Program includes studies of 
transportation, urban redevelopment, etc. Write 
Henry W. Connor, Director, Bureau of Municipal Re- 
search, Inc., 605 Broad St., Newark 2, New Jersey. 


Pakistan. Town Planner. Salary $10,908. Qual- 
ifications (or equivalent qualifications): member or 
associate member of the American Institute of Plan- 
ners or American Institute of Architects; or member 
or associate member of Town Planning Institute and 
at least 5 years experience with large schemes of 
city development, satellite towns, etc. Appointment 
will be on contract for 3 years, but tenure may be 
extended at discretion of the Government of Pakistan. 
Passage provided for. Submit applications giving 
full particulars of qualifications and experience 
by November 18 to the First Secretary, Embassy of 
Pakistan, 2201 "R" Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 


Seattle, Washington. Senior Planner. Salary 
$5400 until January, 1951; $5640-$6000 thereafter. 
Chief-in-charge of Comprehensive Plan Division's 
Research, Planning Design and Current Plans Section. 
Qualifications: degree in planning or related fields; 
6 years experience in city planning. (Degree in city 
planning may be substituted for 2 years experience.) 
Write John D. Spaeth, Jr., Director, City Plaming 
Commission, 231 Lyon Bldg., Seattle 4, Washington. 





Spokane, Washi on. Senior Planner. Salary 
$4800-$5400. Qualifications: degree in city plan- 


ning, engineering, architecture or equivalent quali- 
fications in experience and training; 5 years' ex- 
perience in city planning field, including prepara- 
tion of master plan basic data. Not less than 2 
years in responsible charge of planning projects. 

Assistant Planner. Salary $3600-$3840. Quali- 
fications: degree in city planning, engineering or 
architecture, or equivalent qualifications in ex- 
perience and training. Two years experience in a 
city planning office. Experience in preparation 
of basic data for master plan desirable. Write to 
H. F. Aumack, Executive Officer, City Plan Commis- 
sion, 451 City Hall, Spokane 8, Washington. 

















PERSONALS 


Eduardo Baranano has been appointed planning 
consultant to the Puerto Rico Planning Board. 





Robert Bartels has joined the staff of the 
Poughkeepsie Area Development Association as plan- 
ning technician. 





David S. Geer of Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, 
has been appointed visiting lecturer on city plan- 
ning at the Harvard University School of Design 
for the fall term this year. 





Dan Gerber, president of Gerber Products Com- 
pany of Fremont, Michigan, has been named chairman 
of the Michigan Economic Development Commission. 





Alvin S. Isaacs, formerly planning engineer with 
the University of California, has joined the staff 
of the Chicago Housing Authority. 





Thomas James, attorney, has been named direc- 
tor of the Louisville Planning and Zoning Commission. 
He assumed his new office on November list. 





Floyd Jennings, senior planner for Seattle City 
Plan Commission, has resigned to become planning 
consultant with the Association of Washington Cities. 





Leo Nurmi, formerly with the Chicago Plan Conm- 
mission, has joined the staff of the Cook County, 
Illinois, Housing Authority as project planner. 





G. Holmes Perkins, Charles Dyer Norton Professor 
of Regional Planning and Chairman of the Department 
of Regional Planning of the Harvard Graduate School 
of Design, has been appointed Dean of the School of 
Fine Arts at the University of Pennsylvania, to take 
effect February of next year. 





Adolphus Sager, formerly with the Sacramento 
City Planning Commission, has been appointed plan- 
ning director for the City-County Planning Commis- 
sion of Rockford, Illinois. 





Albert Sagert, with the Regional Planning Com- 
mission in Cleveland, Ohio, has been recalled to 
active duty with the United States Air Force and 
has been assigned to the Greenville. South Carolina, 
Air Base with duties as transportation officer. 





John G. Vaughan, Jr., formerly director of de- 
velopment of the Chicago Housing Authority, has 
joined the firm of L. R. Solomon and Associates 
and Josef Marion Gutnayer, as housing and planning 
consultant. 





Dennis O'Harrow, Assistant Director of the 
Association of State Planning and Development 
Agencies and a member of the ASPO staff, is 
taking a leave of absence to serve as Director 
of Planning for Youngstown, Ohio. He assumed 
his new duties on November lst. 














Matthew Nowicki, representative of Poland 
on the United Nations Headquarters Planning Com- 
mission, was killed on August 31, in a plane crash 
en route from India to Italy. Only recently he 
had been made head of the Department of Archi- 
tecture at North Carolina State College. 





E. J. Coil, Director of the National Plan- 
ning Association since 1937, died-on October 13th 
at the age of 43. 
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PLANNING LEGAL NOTES 
Prepared by Walter H. Blucher 





Trailer Camp Ordinance Held Legal. Ordinance Gov- 
erning Disposal of Sewage At Trailer Camp Upheld. 

Appeals of Paluabo, Superior Court of Penn- 
sylvania, Reargued April 26, 1950. 72 4. 2d 789. 
Palumbo is the lessee of a three and one-half acre 
tract of land in the Borough of Pleasant Hills, 
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania. Since 1942 he has 
maintained a trailer camp accomodating more than 
twenty trailers. These trailers are immobile and 
have been occupied on long term contracts by family 
units, These trailers are dwelling houses. On the 
premises there is also a permanent building used as 
an apartment hotel occupied by ten additional fam- 
ilies, and a one-story building from which appel- 
lant conducts the corporate business of Cloverleaf 
Trailer Sales Company. 

There are no sanitary sewers serving the pro- 
perty and sewage from the buildings and trailers 
has been discharged into a group of septic tanks 
on the premises which are insufficient for the pur- 
pose of disposal. Because the effluent from these 
tanks was passing Onto a nearby road, appellant 
arranged to have it pumped into a tank truck which 
was emptied twice every twenty-four hours. 

The Borough adopted two ordinances. Number 24 
has to do with the disposal of sewage and provides 
specifically for the nature of septic tanks, their 
size in relation to families, the size of the seep- 
age area, etc. Ordinance Number 23 is a trailer 
camp ordinance which provides, among other things, 
for the removal of waste rubbish and garbage and 
for sewage disposal. 

In upholding the legality of the two ordinances 
the court said that they do not prohibit the con- 
duct of appellant's business; they seek only to regu- 
late it. Appellant can and must be made to comply 
with the ordinances by limiting the trailers to the 
number which his land can accomodate. 








Parking Building Means Parking Lot 

State ex rel. QWolbert v. Robinson, Mayor, Su- 
preme Court of Appeals of West Virginia (June 6, 
1950) 59 S.B. 2d 884, This was a proceeding in man- 
damus to force the Mayor of the City of Fairmont, 
West Virginia, to execute public works revenue bonds 
in the amount of $175,000.00 for the construction 
of a parking lot and elevator. 

The laws of 1935 authorize cities to maintain 
and construct various types of public works. It 
expressly lists "automobile parking buildings," 
stadiums, recreation parks, swimming pools, golf 
courses, etc. An ordinance for the sale of revenue 
bonds was adopted by the local legislative body. 
The Mayor, however, refused to proceed with the 
sale of bonds. He challenged the validity of the 
ordinance on the ground that a public automobile 
parking lot on which only an elevator between the 
low-level lot and the street was proposed to be 
built, is not an automobile parking building or a 
municipal public works project within the meaning 
of the statute. 

After a lengthy discussion, the court was of 
the opinion that it was the legislative intent not 








to limit the meaning of the word "buildings" to that 
usually or ordinarily imparted to it. 

The court said in part, “If the word 'build- 
ings' in the phrase ‘automobile parking buildings’ 
means 'buildings' in its usual and ordinary sense, 
that meaning would restrict any municipal public 
works project, authorized by the statute, with re- 
spect to automobile parking, to automobile parking 
structures only and would exclude any other equally 
effective and necessary parking facilities from 
the scope of the statute, contrary to its express 
purpose of promoting the public health, safety and 
welfare in authorizing municipal public works. . If, 
however, the word 'buildings', as used in associa- 
tion with other general words in Section 1 of the 
statute, and particularly with the modifying words 
‘automobile parking', means facilities or improve- 
ments to enable the municipality effectively to 
deal with or to solve the automobile parking prob- 
lem in the interest of public safety, the scope of 
the act would extend to and include automobile 
parking projects and harmonize with the general pur- 
pose of the statute to authorize municipal public 
worke to be used in connection with the automobile 
parking problem in the promotion of public safety, 
which is the obvious purpose of the statute in its 
entirety as applied to that class of municipal pub- 
lic works. The word 'buildings', as used and asso- 
ciated with the words ‘automobile parking' and other 
general words in the context of Section 1 of the 
statute, in the light of its broad general purpose, 
is ambiguous and uncertain and calls for judicial 
interpretation of its meaning and effect in the 
proper application of the statute." 


Action of City Council In Passing Upon Housing Pro- 
ject Is Administrative In Character and Not Legisla- 
tive and, Therefore, Is Not Subject To Referendum. 

Housing Authority of City of Burekav. Superior 
Court in and for Husboldt County, Supreme Court of 
California en Banc (June 21, 1950) 219 P. 2d 457. 
In this particular case an attempt was made to get 
a referendum on a proposed housing project in the 
city of Eureka, California. The project had been 
approved by the local housing authority and had been 
referred to the city council for its approval. The 
state law provides for the creation of housing au- 
thorities but a preliminary condition to their crea- 
tion is that the local governing body mst formally 
resolve that public housing is needed. Various steps 
had been taken by the United States government and 
by local housing authorities. A preliminary reser- 
vation had been made and the city was requested to 
furnish a "No Litigation Certificate." A referendum 
petition bearing 1822 signatures was presented to 
the Clerk of the City of Eureka, asking that the 
matter be submitted to the electorate to determine 
whether the resolution of the city council, approving 
the authority's application for a loan, should be 
accepted or rejected. 

The Supreme Court held that the action of the 
city council was administrative in nature and not 
legislative and, therefore, not subject to referendum. 
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ASPO receives more than 600 planning books, pamphlets and reports each month, 
It is possible to mention only a very limited number and to do justice to only a few 


Planning Literature 


distribution. 


THE PLANNING FUNCTION IN URBAN GOVERNMENT. Robert 
A. Walker. Published by the University of Chicago 
Press, 5750 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 37, Illinois. 
Second Edition. 1950. $4.75. 410pp.tables. (This 
book, the only one dealing with planning agencies 
and the effectiveness of planning in a number of 
cities studied, has long been out of print. The 
new edition contains an added section dealing with 
the status of urban planning in 1950 and describing 
the highlights of planning since the book was first 
published. ) 


CAMBRIDGE PLANNING PROPOSALS. 
bridgeshire County Council. William Holford and 
H. Myles Wright. Published by Cambridge University 
Press, 51 Madison Avenue, New York 10, New York. 
1950. $5.50. Two volumes, Vol. I,102pp.illus. 
tables; Vol.II,58pp.maps,plans,drawings. (The first 
third of Vol. I, which is devoted to text and pro- 
posals, deals with roed proposals. The second 
chapter deals with general development. Vol. II 
consists of drawings and maps.) 


A Report to the Cam- 


HOUSING IN PUERTO RICO. Telesforo Carrero, Chief 
Urban Development Division, Puerto Rico Planning 
Board, P.O. Box 3337, Santurce, Puerto Rico; Dr. 
Rafael Pico, Chairman. 36pp.illus.tables. (A very 
interesting document with many illustrations show- 
ing existing problems and housing developments in 
Puerto Rico.) 


ZONING FOR PARKING FACILITIES. Bulletin No. 2h. 
David R. Levin. Highway Research Board, 2101 Con- 
stitution Avenue, Washington 25, D.C. May 1950. 
Section 1, 108pp.illus.maps,charts,tables. Section 
2, unpaged,tables. $3.00. 


NEW HAVEN'S PROGRAM FOR PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS 1951- 
1956. City Plan Commission, Room 207, 200 Orange 
Street, New Haven, Connecticut; Charles E. Downe, 
Planning Director. August 1950. Unpaged,tables, 
charts. 


CIVIC MEMORIAL ARTS CENTER SITE. Summary of Restudy. 
City Planning Commission, 503 County-City Building, 
Seattle 4, Washington; Harold Shefelman, Chairman. 
August 1950. 13pp.mimeo.maps,charts,tables. 


GUNTERSVILLE LONG-RANGE PARK AND RECREATION PLANS. 
Guntersville City Planning Commission and Alabama 
State Planning Board, 102 Church St., Montgomery, 
Alabama; W. O. Dobbins, Jr., Director. July 1950. 
32pp.mimeo.illus.maps. 


WHO CARES ABOUT THE FUTURE OF THE CITY OF MERCED? 
Merced City Planning Commission, City Hall, Merced, 
California; T. H. Bean, Secretary and Planning En- 
gineer. 1950. 25pp.mimeo. 


PROCEEDINGS NORTHERN ONTARIO CITIZENS PLANNING CON- 
FERENCE, May 5-6, 1950. Ontario Division, Community 
Planning Association of Canada, 1175 Bsy Street, 
Toronto, Canada; P. Allan Deacon, Chairman. 23pp. 


102 


of them. Copies may be secured from publishers. 


ASPO does not have copies for 


SOLVING PARKING PROBLEMS. Published by Bureau of 
Planning, Department of Commerce, Albany, New York. 
August, 1950. 66pp.illus.tables,charts, graphs. 
(An exceedingly useful document showing the plan- 
ning approach to solving parking problems. It is 
particularly useful to small towns because it pro- 
vides a self-help method for dealing with a situa- 
tion prevalent in almost every community.) 


PROBLEMS OF CANADIAN CITY GROWTH. Community Plan- 
ning Association of Canada, 56 Lyon Street, Ottawa, 
Canada; Alan H. Armstrong, Director. June 1950. 
28pp.illus.maps,charts. (Includes an essay on 
Metropolitan Administration and Planning, and con- 
parative data in graphic form on fourteen major 
centers. ) 


SUMMARY OF SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS, San Francisco 
Bay Region. City Planning Commission of Oakland, 
Room 318, City Hall, Oakland 12, California; John 
G. Marr, Director. August 1950. Chart. (Presents 
in chart form information on the subdivision regu- 
lations of counties and cities over 2500 population 
in the San Francisco Bay Region.) 


RETAIL TRADING AREA ANALYSIS, ELEVEN SOUTHWEST IOWA 
TOWNS. Bureau of Business and Economic Research, 
State University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa; C. Woody 
Thompson, Director. July 1950. Unpaged,mimeo.illus. 
maps ,tables,c’ arts. 


A MAJOR STREET PLAN FOR ATMORE, ALABAMA. Atmore 
City Planning Commission and Alabama State Plan- 
ning Board, 102 Church Street, Montgomery, Alabama; 


W. O. Dobbins, Jr., Director. July 1950. ‘pp. 
mimeo.maps. 
PROGRAM OF CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 1951-1955. City 


Planning Commission, Room 222, City Hall, Cincinnati 
2, Ohio; Henry A. Bettman, Chairman. September, 
1950. 50Opp.maps,tables. $1.00. 


MASTER PLAN OF PETERSBURG AND ENVIRONS. Housing 
and Redevelopment, Layout of Undeveloped Sections; 
Schools, Parks and Playgrounds, Public and Semi-Pub- 
lic Buildings. L. Segoe and Associates. City Plan- 
ning Commission, Petersburg, Virginia. 1949. 37pp; 
57pp.mimeo,charts. 


STREETS. Tacoma Master Plan. City Planning Con- 
mission, 205 City Hall Annex, Tacoma, Washington; 
J. Haslett Bell, Planning Consultant. July 1950. 
4lpp.illus.maps,charts,tables. $1.00. 


SIX YEAR PLAN FOR ARLINGTON COUNTY. Preliminary Re- 
port. Arlington County Planning Commission, Court 
House, Arlington, Virginia; Carroll Wright, Chair- 
man. September 1950. 5lpp.mimeo. 





SACRAMENTO URBAN REDEVELOPMENT REPORT. This report, 
described in the September News Letter, should have 
credited Robert E. Alexander and Harold Wise with 
its preparation, as well as Richard Neutra. 
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